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Two Jefferson Lines
Tracedby Historian

By Megan Rosenfeld
Washinzion ‘qut Btaff Writer
This is the tale of two families, one black, the
other white. Both families can point to generations
of accomplishment and respectability — and, ac-
cording to historian Fawn M. Brodie, common
ancestors, Thomas Jefferson and his slave mis-
tress, Sally Hemings.

In an article in the Qctober 1ssue of American 74

Heritage magazine, Brodie is publishing new evid-

ence to support her helief that Jefferson fathered #2
seven illegitimate children, five of whom survived ;-

infancy.

Their descendants live today in New Jersey, New ‘ S
York, Philadelphia and Los Angeles as teachers, . ...

artists, sludents, municipal employees and home-
makers. For the most part they are unconcerned

with their link to America’s third President nor iny,,

any way embarrassed by what would once have becn
described as the “taint” of illegitimacy and mixed
blood.

“I can only he proud of Sally Hemings,” said Julia
Jefferson Westerinen, a 42-year-old New York art
ist and teacher. “She held the affection of ane man
for 38 years in the face of overwhelming social
pressure. She must have been a heck of a woman."

Bui it is miscegenation, which until relatively
recenlly was illegal in Virginia, and the “taint” of
ilegitimacy that have made the search for Hemings’
descendants difficult. Nor have “establishment”

—

.

‘o DA, Wit Jelrersonid ARikes
Jefferson scholars or “legitimate” descendants ever
accepted Brodie's claim that Hemings was Jeffer-
son’s mistress and bore him children. That claim,
which was widespread—but denied—during Jeffer-
son's lile, was newly documented in Brodie's 1874
hiography “Thomas Jefferson, An Intimate History.”
Brodie's theory that Sally Hemings was Jefferson’s
mistress is based on a varicty of factors including
Jefferson's account books, the memoirs of Sally's

! See JEFFERSON, A21, Col. 1
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son Madison, letters from Jefferson's
daughters, and contemporary newspa-
per reports published first in 1802

Brodie notes that Sally Hemings
was taken to Paris with Jefferson to
be a house servant there, and that
Jefferson’s account books show him
spending at one point “almost as
much money on clothes for 16-year-old
Sally as for his eldest daughter,
Martha.”-

According to Madison Hemmgs
memoirs, Sally conceived her first
son, Tom, in France and gave birth
to him shortly after returning to the
United States. Brodie said that accord-

ing to Jefferson’s “Farm Book,” in
which he recorded the details of bus-
iness at Monticello, none of Sally’s
children could have been conceived
at times when he was not at Monti-

cello. In addition, Brodie writes, Sally .

was the only servant in charge of
Jefferson's-. “chamber and wardrobe.”

Brodie also speculates that it is un-
likely that a relatively young man

(Jefferson ‘was 39 when his wide died) "

would abstain from sex for the rest
of life, and notes that friends and re-
latwes,
had slave mlstresses and children by
them, “ o

--Jefferson scholars. such as Pulitzer
Prize-winning historian Dumas Ma-

lone, reject Brodie's theory, however. .

Malone, who is in Washington for the
dedication of the Jefferson annex at
the Library of Congress today, said
in a telephone interview yesterday
that Brodie's theory is “absolute non-
sense.”

Although he does not believe that
Jefferson necessarily remained celi-
bate as a widower, the notion that he
“carried on a liaison with a slave for
nearly 40 years under the full view of
his family and conceived children by
her while he was President of the
United States is absurd.

“Mrs. Brodie belongs to the modern
sexual school,” Malone said. “It holds
that sexual restraint is impossible . . .
Now I don't say that Mr. Jefferson
was a perfect man, but he was very
controlled. ‘At any rate, this thing
can’t be proved. It can’t be dlsproved
but the probalities from. my view, as
someone who is intimately familiar
with Mr. Jefferson, are.that it is utter
nonsense "

One facet of the Brodie lineage
story is that three of the children
“passed” into white society, while two
chose to marry blacks and live in
that separate world. One descendant
was the first black man to be elected
a state legislator in California; an-
other married the granddaughter of
Charles G. Dawes, a white man who
was Calvin Coolidge’s vice president,
The two never knew of their alleged
relationship to each’ other.

The living black descendants of
Madison Hemings, and the white des.
scendants of his younger brother
Eston, who took the surname Jeffer-
son, knew only through family legend
that they might be related to the na.
tioh's third President arid knew noth-
ing of each other until Brodie’s re.
search made the connection,

In an interview, Brodie' said that
many persons claim to be descended
from Jefferson, but that those she has
written about in her article are the

including his fatherinlaw,

only ones whose clalms seem genuine
and documentable, -

Descendants of both Eston and
Madison Hemings contacted Brodie
independently after the publication of
her book, she said, offering scrap-
books, pictures and other family me-
morabilia that helped her document
to her satisfaction their Jeffersonian
lineage. -

. “It was never really talked about in

- our family,” Mrs, Westerinen sajd dur-
ing an interview at her house in Sta-
ten Island, N.Y. “We were told we
were related somehow to an uncle of
Jefferson’s”

“The black heirs had chosen to re-
main silent {n the past mostly because
they were not believed,” Mrs. Brodie
wrote in her article. “The whites, de-
scendants of the children of Eston
Hemings who ‘went Caucasian,’ re-
tained a tenacious tradition of de-
scent from Jefferson but found the
connections obscure.”

The aspect of “passing”—whereby a
person of mixed blood who is fair
skinned enough to be considered
“white” cuts his or her ties with black
relatives and lives as a white—makes
the Jefferson‘Hemings history -an .il-
lustration of not only a social phenom-
enon and a genealogist's nightmare
but according to Brodie, an example of
“white man’s arrogance in deciding
when the almost white . -is. white
enough. . )

Sally Hemmgs was actually three-
quarters white, being the daughter of
Jefferson's father-inlaw and a mulatto
slave named Betty Hemings. The Jef-
ferson-Hemings children were thus oc-
taroons, and by Jefferson's definition
of when a black man becomes white,
they were white, according to the Bro-
die article.

Mrs. Westerinen's great-great-grand-
father, Jefferson's youngest son Eston
Hemings, was recorded as white by
the 1830 census in Virginia, according
to Brodie's article. He married a
“colored” woman, Julia, and they
moved to Chillicothe, Ohio, in 1836,
lived in the black community, and in
the 1850 census he was listed as a
“mulatto.” The couple moved to Madi-
son, Wis,, a year later, changed their
last name to Jefferson and their iden-
tity to white. Eston Jefferson died in
1852 at age 46, and in the 1860- census
his surviving wife and three children
are.all listed as white,

Madison Hemings, who like Eston
was freed by Jefferson under the
terms of his will, also moved to Ohio
in 1836. Unlike Eston, he stayed in the
black community, but publicly
claimed he was the son of Thomas Jef-
ferson. Brodie reports that in 1870 the
census taker of Ross County who re-
corded Hemings as Virginia-born and
aged 65, “. , .broke all the rules of cen-
sus bureaucrats by writing on the
same line, with an exclamation point:
‘This man is the son of Thomas
Jefferson!’ "

Hemings wrote an account of his life
at Monticello which was published in
an Ohio newspaper and also in Bro-
die’s book. Brodie writes that it was a
common practice to protect the iden.
tity of those who had “passed” into
white society and Madison Hemings
wrote only that Eston had moved to
Wisconsin.

Madison Hemings was described as -

sandy-haired and gfay-eyed. according
to Brodie’s research, and his daughter
Ellen Wayles Hemings Roberts had
blue eyes. and red hair (as did
Jeffexjson). Ellen's granddaughter, Lu-
cile Roberts Balthazar, recalled in a
telephone interview that when her
grandmother went for a drive with her
family, onlookers thought “her hus-
band was her chauffeur and her
daughter was her maid.”

Her grandson, Andrew G. Roberts
told Brodie that “When the children
would ask her if she was white or
black she would not answer.”

“I guess it sounds strange these
days,” said Mrs. Balthazar, who lives
in Los Angeles. “But people then
didn’t want others to know there was
illegitimacy in the family.”

Mrs. Balthazar’s father and grandfa-
ther were undertakers in Los Angeles,
and she has three brothers: Andrew, a
retired post office clerk; Eimer W, a
probation - officer, and William G., a
retired ‘painting contractor. Her son,
Lantz, is an Air Force major and lives
in Reston..

Elmer Roberts, who. has three
daughters and five grandchildren,
said in a telephone interview he has
no resentment toward Jefferson for
not marrying Sally Hemings, “He
probably would have been run out of
Virginia if he had.” Jefferson- was a
widower. wheén the alleged liaison be

© gan.

Roberts, 82, who is dark skinner, re-
called in response to a question that
he has been the victim of racial dis-
crimination upon occasion.

-“T was in the Navy in World War
II,” he said. “I was a yeoman and as-
signed to this one ship. The captain
told the second in command, ‘Send
that nigger ashore. I won't have that
yeoman on my ship. And (while he
was in a hospital he noticed that) the
doctors wouldn’t mix black blood and
white.”

Although Madison Hemings had
three sons and several daughters, only
Ellen Roberts can be traced, accord-
ing to the Brodie article. Two of his
sons fought on the Union side during
the Civil War; one died in a Confeder-
ate prison and another in a veterans
hospital in Kansas. The third moved
to Colorado, “passed” into white soci-
ety, and “disappeared.”

Ellen Roberts, on the other hand,
became the progenitor of what Brodie
describes as “one of the most remark-
able black families in Southern Cali.
fornia.”

She married a black Oberlin Col.
lege graduate and they moved from
Ohlo to Los Angeles at the turn of the
century, Brodie writes. One of their
sons, Frederick Madison Roberts, was
the flrst black to he elected to the
California State Assembly, where he
served from 1918 to 1036. He also
founded a newspaper, helped found
the University of California‘ at Los
Angeles, reportedly gave the Ilate
Ralph Bunche (former under secre.
tary general of the United Nations)
his first job, and ran unsuccessfully
for Congréss against Helen Gahagan
Douglas in 1938.

Eston (Hemings) Jefferson also had
two sons who fought on the Union
side during the Civil War, One, John,
was deseribed in Army records a8
gray-eyed and red-haired, according to
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Brodie's article. John left the Army a
lieutenant colonel, atfer being wonded
at Vicksburg.

He subsequently wrote articles for
newspapers, became a banker, and
founded the Continental Cotton Co. in
Memphis. He died in 1892 at the age
of 57, a bachelor.

John’s sister Anne married an Al.
bert Pearson and had two sons, one of
whom became president of the Stand-
ard Screw Co. in Chicago and left an
estate of $2 million, according to Bro-
die's research.

Julia Jefferson Westerinen’s great-
grandfather (John's brother Beverly)
lived in Madison, Wis., owned two ho-
tels and was a prominent citizen in
the town.

Her fathér, William, was a public
accountant. Shé was raised for the
most part in the upper-middlie-class
Chicago suburb of Evanston, attended
private schools, lived in Bucks
County, Pa., and graduated from the
University of Delaware, She has a yo-
unger brother, John, 28, who attends
Temple Unnersxty in Philadelphia.

Julia Westerinen finds the Jeffer-
son connection interesting but not
nearly as mvolvmg as her work to-
ward a doctorate in education, teach-
ing art to high school students and
teachers, working on her paintings
and sculpture and raising four child-
ren, aged 20, 18 15, and 13. Her hus-
band, Emil, Whose father was born in
Finland and worked as a carpenter in
‘Elkton, Md., is a clvilian 'education
‘spedlalist at nearby Ft. Wadsworth,

Mrs. Westerinen said her cousin
Jean Jefferson Stang, contacted Bro-
die after reading her Jefferson biogra-
phy. Until Brodie completed her re.
search, Mrs. Westerinen said, she did
not know she was descended directly
from Thomas Jefferson, but she has
confidence in the research particu-
larly in view of the family story that
they were related to Jefferson's uncle,
who, it seems, died in childhood,

The Westerinens live in a 75-year-
old house in the older part of Staten
Island. Although she and her husband
visited Monticello on their honey-
moon, when she did not know of the
possibility that she was a great.great-
great-granddaughter of Jefferson, she
has no plans for a return visit,

“I'm too busy!” she said. “It's nice, 1
mean Thomas Jefferson was such a
renaissance man, he's something to
live up to, but it's such a remoate con-
nection, Im interested in the pres-
ent.”

Julia Westerinen is more excited
about revolutionizing the way art is
taught in schools, writing books, trav-
eling, and doing & great many other
things, than trying to convince the
Monticello Association, the organiza.
tion of “legitimate” Jefferson descen-
dants, to admit her and her children
to their circles.

The association, which refuses even
to acknowledge the possiblity of Jef-
ferson having descendants by Sally
Hemings, owns and operates the
graveyard at Monticello and family
members have the right to be buried
there,

“I'm sure they wouldn't take a bas.
tard,” she said, laughing, “although
some time when I have time I might
see what they'd say for my children’s
sake, Personally 1 intend to be cre-
mated. But I'd love to see the looks on
their faces when T ask.”
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